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Located in the Chew Valleybetween
Bristol and Bath, Folly Farm Centre
lies in the heart of the Avon Wildlife
Trust's 250 acre nature reserve.

a place to explore
From the first flowers of the springtime through to the
colours of the autumn leaves, a visit to Folly Farm at any
time of the year is always rewarding. Come to Folly Farm
and see for yourself!

What will I see at Folly Farm?
Wildflower meadows and woodland surround the Folly Farm Centre
at the heart of Folly Farm, a 250-acre nature reserve between 
Bath and Bristol which offers spectacular views over Chew Valley
Lake and the Mendips.

Wildflower meadows of a type now rare in Britain. Unspoilt 
by pesticides and fertilisers, in summer they are brimming with
flowers such as betony, ox-eye daisy and heath spotted orchid. In
late summer, they are covered with drifts of black knapweed and
devil's-bit scabious.

Many butterflies can be seen throughout the summer, including
ringlet, small tortoiseshell, gatekeeper and marbled white. The rare
marsh fritillary has also been found there, flying in early summer.

Woodland
Dowlings Wood is largely ancient, being an old hazel coppice. 
The woodland floor is extremely rich in springtime flowers, such 
as primrose, bluebell and early purple orchid.

Amongst the many birds that can be seen are nuthatch, buzzard
and great spotted woodpecker. Barn owls also nest and roost on 
the farm.

Badgers have made a large sett in Folly Wood. Sit and observe from
a viewing platform on the Access-for-all trail.

The trail covers 800m, passing through fields with hedgerows and
along the wooded gully and is accessible to all users.

Much of Folly Farm is designated as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest. (SSSI). The SSSI comprises two adjacent areas, the
meadows (19.36 hectares) and Dowlings Wood (9 hectares).

Avon Wildlife Trust and the Folly Farm Centre
Avon Wildlife Trust acquired the 250 acre nature reserve of Folly Farm 
in 1987, through an anonymous donation. The group of farm buildings 
at the heart of the reserve became the focus for a project to create an
environmental learning and conference centre. Thanks to the support of
the Heritage Lottery Fund, SW Regional Development Agency, the Landfill
Communities Fund and Trust members, this ambition was realised in the
Folly Farm Centre which opened in May 2008.

The Centre is now a separate company, which will gift-aid profits to the
Trust, allowing Avon Wildlife Trust to invest further in its ongoing
charitable activities.

How to get to the Reserve
Travelling from Bristol, Bath or Wells make your way to the Chelwood
roundabout and turn right onto the A368 towards Bishop Sutton.

After about 2 miles go past the turning to Chew Magna and take the next
small turning on your left, just before reaching Stowey.

Travel by bus from Bristol to Bishop Sutton (nos 673, 674, 675) or to 
Clutton (no 376).

walking the seasons

This year-long adventure takes us through some 
of the best parts of the reserve and shows us how
nature can be explored in any season.

Spring
At dawn Folly Wood slowly wakes  1 . Newly arrived blackcaps and
chiffchaffs clamour to establish their territories alongside our
resident blackbirds and robins. Morning sunshine of late spring is
dappled across a carpet of yellow and blue as lesser celandines are
replaced by bluebells and early purple orchids. 2

Summer
On the ridge of Round Hill in early summer you feel on top of the
world. Buzzards soar into the surrounding air and the expanse of
the Chew Valley opens up in front of you as you reach the ring of 
old beech trees  3 .

Turning back and into the maturing plantation, a quiet observer will
encounter roe deer as they ‘tiptoe’ silently through the wood. 4 
As high summer approaches, the hay meadows at the top of the
farm are filled with flowers.

Look for the pink spires of common orchid  5 . Linnets busy with a
second brood twitter from the larger hedges, whilst families of
swallows sweep over the field, collecting aerial insects. These
meadows are mown at their prime in high summer before the
grasses set seed, and return each year better than the last.

Autumn
Dropping down into the cattle-grazed pastures of East Hill as autumn
approaches, bramble along the fences is heavily laden with blackberries
6 . By mid-afternoon red admiral and peacock butterflies are seeking out

nectar and sugary fruit. As the horse chestnuts drop their fruit, stockpiles
of conkers are nibbled by short-tailed voles eager to put on weight before
the winter sets in  7 .

Winter
By late afternoon the bare trees of Folly Wood in winter contrast with their
spring beauty. Their fallen leaves are crisp underfoot and signs of life are
hard to come by. Along the Access-for-all trail small flocks of birds pass
through an empty canopy, hungrily looking for food  8 . And then finally as
evening draws in and a gentle dusting of snow settles across the farm  9
the ghostly shape of a barn owl drifts silently from its roost site in one of
the gnarled ancient oaks.

"The view from the top of Round Hill is magical – you
feel as airborne as the buzzards hovering overhead!"
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education
a place for learning
The Folly Farm Centre offers a diverse education programme
for all ages; bringing concepts and theories to life and
inspiring students to enjoy and understand the natural 
world through the outdoor classroom. Students are
immersed in the wonder of 250 acres of stunning nature
reserve offering a wide range of habitats to be explored
and researched. 

Key Stage 1 – Discover and explore the wonders of the natural
world and the wildlife of Folly Farm using an exciting range of
environmental activities.

Key Stage 2 – Reinforce Curriculum links by immersing students
in a diverse range of habitats surrounding the Centre.

Key Stage 3 – Enjoy learning about Geography and Science with
hands on experiences in the outdoors and improve on personal
development skills.

GCSE – Geography and Science fieldwork opportunities 
to enthuse students and support their understanding.

A Level – Stimulating fieldwork programmes supporting the core
specification requirements of each of the exam bodies.

Programmes designed by the Centre's education team are tailored 
to meet the specific requirements of each group, whether it is 
focusing on curriculum learning or taking part in the John Muir Award
by discovering and conserving wild places. The Centre has been
sympathetically and sustainably restored to provide a holistic
experience to both daytime and residential groups.

accommodation
come and stay at folly farm
Imagine falling asleep at night to the rustle of the wind 
in the woods and the call of the owls, with your nearest
neighbours the badgers in Folly Wood. In the morning
watch the sun rise over Chew Valley Lake and take a stroll
over Round Hill for a birds-eye view of the world around
Folly Farm.

The Folly Farm Centre has delightful accommodation, suitable 
for groups, families, couples and nature enthusiasts. Beautifully
converted farm buildings, which date back to the 18th Century 
and retain many original features, provide 10 delightful 
self-catering studios.

The refurbished period farmhouse offers comfortable accommodation,
including family rooms. The farmhouse also boasts a large
restaurant with inglenook fireplace, fully equipped kitchen and
several lounges.

The residential centre also includes:
Teaching and training rooms
Interpretation Centre
Multi-use reception space
Conference Centre
Syndicate and breakout rooms
Multi-function workshop

The nature reserve is open to everyone at
all times, to enjoy, explore and discover.

welcome to the
folly farm centre

The Folly Farm Centre is at the heart of Folly Farm, a
stunning 250-acre nature reserve between Bath and
Bristol which is owned and managed by Avon Wildlife
Trust. It is a very special place – a place to learn and
explore, a place for inspiration, a place to lie in the grass
and discover a new world. It's a place for everyone.

Whether you're going on a course, holding a business seminar,
arranging a team-building event, attending a wedding or are
part of an educational group, the Folly Farm Centre offers
you a unique experience.

The Centre is equipped with state-of-the-art conference 
and education facilities and exceptional en-suite
accommodation. At Folly Farm you'll discover a place that
opens your eyes and changes your perspective.

what can people do at the
folly farm centre?
A place for inspiration – with an exciting and diverse range,
we offer both daytime and residential adult courses. All courses
focus on exploring the beauty of the local area in a fun and
informative way.

A place for education – educational programmes have been
designed for all ages and abilities to learn about science and
ecology, sustainability and conservation, geology and geography.
Personal growth and improved teamwork skills develop naturally
in this inspiring environment. 

A place for business – with conference facilities and on-site
accommodation, together with opportunities for team-building
sessions on the nature reserve.

A place for weddings – this is your special day, so whether
you want to organise it yourself or would like us to arrange it 
from start to finish, the choice is entirely yours. Contact us today
for a wedding brochure on 01275 331590

The Folly Farm Centre is designed to be accessible and
enjoyable for disabled and special needs groups.

adult courses
a place for inspiration
The Folly Farm Centre has teamed up with some of the
UK's most acclaimed educators, naturalists and field
experts to bring you exciting new opportunities.

Whether you want to learn more about wildlife or gain skills to
promote and interpret the natural world, the Centre has created a
wide range of adult courses to meet your needs. Try out a twilight
badger watch or treat yourself to an all-inclusive residential wildlife
film-making weekend.

Available Courses:
Wildlife identification
Wildlife film-making and photography
Bushcraft and survival skills
Arts and crafts
Sustainable living 
Personal and professional development

The Folly Farm Centre course programme offers everyone the
opportunity to get involved with their environment and enjoy the
countryside. There's something for everyone – from professional
development for those who already work within the environmental
sector, to activities for those who have a passion for exploring their
natural heritage through art, photography, hands-on craft, or just
understanding what makes this a very special place.


